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Burundi 


Seven Killed; Houses Burned in Southwest 


EA0301221796 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Security has been jeopar- 
dized in the (Shabara) and Gashasha sectors of Kig- 
wena zone in Rumonge commune in southwest Bu- 
rundi. Onesime Ndayizeye of the BURUNDI NEWS 
AGENCY reports from Rumonge. 


{Begin Ndayizeye recording) A gang of wrongdoers 
armed with machetes and guns attacked innocent people, 
killing seven of them and injuring around 20. They 
also burnt down many houses. The survivors we met 
in Rumonge Hospital told us some of the wrongdoers 
were wearing military uniforms. They began hearing 
the shootings at around 0900 GMT. They also told us 
the perpetrators came from the area between Vyanda 
commune and Kigwena zone. However, it is worth 
adding that the wrongdoers killed and burned the houses 
of both Hutus and Tutsis. Some of the injured people are 
being treated at Rumonge Hospital, while others were 
transferred to Bujumbura. 


It is worth saying the Hutu and Tutsi people of the 
(?sector) remain united and are committed to fighung 
the enemies of peace. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Gabon 


President Bongo Delivers New Year Address 


ABO0101192396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT | Jan 96 


[Italicized passages recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} In Gabon, the new year was 
marked by President Omar Bongo’s message which cen- 
tered on two main concerns — politics and econom- 
ics. On the political plane, President Bongo dwelled at 
length on the consolidation of peace, recognizing the ca- 
pability of his people to choose between politcal com- 
petition and demagoguery. He also expressed concern 
over political violence. 


[Bongo] The Gabonese people have always made the 
difference between the demands of political competition 
and the ease of political demagoguery and agitation. 
I have always adhered to political competition which 
works on principles. It is based on the desire to live 
together, on the will to be a strong power, and to 
achieve national success. | know that Gabonese will 
always be able to avoid those who carry out attacks and 
profess insults, who chant incoherent slogans, and adopt 
attitudes which, in the final analysts, lead to intolerance 
and violence. 
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President Bongo also expressed concern over Cabon’s 
economic situation. The president expects rigorous, 
transparent, and vigilant state management from the 
government. One of the government's priorities this year 
is expected to be debt servicing. 


[Bongo] / expect rigorous and sustained action from 
the government so that national policies will have con- 
crete and positive effects for the country and its citi- 
zens. Following the recent agreements signed with in- 
ternational finance institutions, we are required to lay 
emphasis on rigorous, transparent, and vigilant man- 
agement of state affairs. The execution of the current 
budget, and the preparation and implementation of fu- 
ture budgets should reflect these exigencies. This means 
paying our debts, avoiding waste and, where necessary, 
making budgetiry cuts that the situation demands. 


President Bongo seized the occasion of the new year 
message to stimulate the patriotic sense of Gabonese. 
For him, the task of nation-building and development 
is for all Gabonese. He is convinced that only the 
preservation of a climate of peace, which makes Gabon 
a haven of peace, can permit the country’s economic 
recovery. 


[Bongo] Nation-building and development cannot be the 
duty of a single person or group. All must work toward 
the nation's progress. It demands the participation of 
all. We must therefore overcome cur differences and 
diversity. This imperative explains the need for peace 
and, therefore, dialogue, and the ambition to develop. So 
far, we have understood that our country is considered 
a haven of peace, and a country of hope in Africa. 
This is why, for our own good, it is important that 
the current political climate of peace should lead to 
economic recovery. 


Bongo on Franceville Summit, State of Africa 


AB0301210596 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1215 GMT 3 Jan 9 


“BIS Translated Excerpt) President Omar Bongo re- 
ceived New Year wishes of the diplomatic corps at the 
presidential palace this morning. He used the occasion 
to give details about the Franceville roundtable. 


[Begin Bongo recording] The presidents of Chad, Cen- 
tral African Republic, and Niger will be arriving in 
Franceville tomorrow. Beside these presidents, there 
may be special envoys from Cameroon, why not from 
Nigeria, and even Benin. Our ambition ts not to meddle 
in Chad's internal affairs, we simply want to offer our 
good offices. We began a long time ago and we think 
our duty is to help our Chadian friends to have peace 
once again, so that they can register and participate in 
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presidential and legislative elections. That is why I have 
asked several non-African presidents to grant any Cha- 
dian who desires to come to Franceville, wherever he 
may be, the necessary facilities to enable him do so. I 
believe that the Franceville conference will improve the 
image of Africa, especially Chad. [end recording] [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Angola was one of the issues raised by President 
Bong» this morning. The Gabonese head of state, who 
has already initiated a meeting in Franceville between 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi, leader of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, would like to do everything 
possible so that the two parties can meet again to hold 
discussions. 


[Begin Bongo recording] Gabon has the ambition of 
becoming a haven of peace opened to all other countries. 
We are also concerned about the future of Africa. You 
are aware of what is happening in Africa — Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, Sudan, closer to us Chad, and Angola. 
Concerning Angola, | shall do what I can so that my 
two brothers can come to Franceville where the three 
of us have jointly undertaken to meet again and discuss 
Angola’s future. Certain things have already been done 
but we need to meet from time to time to review the 
situation. [end recording] 


Zaire 
Parliament Adopts Budget, Creates Election 
Commission 


AB0201100996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 1 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The parliamentary session ended 
yesterday. This last session was devoted to the setting up 
of the National Electoral Commission and the adoption 
of the 1996 budget. From Kinshasa, Kamanda wa 
Kamanda Muzembe reports. 


[Begin Muzembe recording] The 1996 budget of 
Zaire adopted by the High Council of the Republic- 
Transitional Parliament [HCR-PT] amounts to about 
$750 million in receipts and the same amount in 
expenses. This figure represents about double the 
provisions presented by the government, and it was 
described as an antisocial bill when it was submitted to 
the HCR-PT by Prime Minister Leon Kengo wa Dondo. 
The amount voted is to enable the government to meet 
certain commitments such as the payment of salary 
arrears for 1995 and encourage productive investments. 


During the same session, the HCR-PT installed the 
National Electoral Commission after harmonizing the 
list of names presented by the two political families 
— the Political Forces of the Conclave and the Sacred 
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Union of the Radical Opposition and Allies. | would like 
to point out that this last poliucal group is divided into 
two wings. The members of the electoral commission 
solemnly undertook not to carry oul any activities that 
are liable to jeopardize the independence and neutrality 
of the commission and not to run for any political office 
in the next elections even if they are no longer members 
of the commission. [end recording] 


Major Shakeup of National Intelligence Department 


AB0301225596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] There has been a major shakeup 
at the head of the Zairian intelligence service. Senior 
Officials have been removed, sacrificed in what so 
far seemed to be a nice confusion and even a fine 
mess of divergences between the presidency and the 
prime minister's office in the decently-called area of 
collaborauon. Kamanda wa Kamanda Muzemibe reports 
from Kinshasa. 


{Begin Kamanda recording] Hardly had he set up of- 
fice at the Avenue de la Justice when (Andre Atondo 
Leongo) was relieved of his duties as the director gen- 
eral of the National Intelligence and Protection Depart- 
ment [SNIP]. Also fired is (Gozalingo wa Dondo), who 
was acting before (Leongo)’s appointment. He has also 
lost his post of director general of the National Immui- 
gration Agency. The move seemed intended to end the 
confusion resulting from (Andre Atondo Leongo)’s ap- 
pointment. (Gozalingo wa Dondo) had for some tume 
refused to give up the office to (Andre Atondo Leongo), 
because Prime Minister Leon Kengo wa Dondo had op- 
posed the appointment of (Andre Atondo Leongo) de- 
Spite his appointment by the government through the 
vice prime minister in charge of defense and territorial 
security, 


For many observers, (Andre Atondo Leongo), who had 
been appointed to rehabilitate the service by making 
it more human, was reportedly standing in the way 
of the head of government, who had earlier removed 
him as head of General Mines and Quarries Company 
{GECAMINES]. 


Observers are also wondering why President Mobutu 
Sese Seko finally yielded to the prime minister's move 
to entrust the management of SNIP to Mr. (Leta), one of 
his special duties officers. Anyhow, for some observers, 
the Zairian head of state, who 1s a clever strategist, could 
later play the (Atondo Leongo) card in the equitable and 
balanced sharing of power, perhaps appointing him to 
head the Ministry of Mines in the upcoming government 
or to head GECAMINES dunng the upcoming sharing 
of the management of state enterprises. [end recording} 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Ethiopia 


Foreign Minister: Eritrea-Yemen Dispute Nears 
End 

EA0301202796 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 3 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ethiopian Foreign Minister Sey- 
oum Mesfin has said that the disputed island conflict be- 
tween Eritrea and Yemen is moving toward a sauisfying 
conclusion. Yemeni Foreign Minister Dr. ‘Abd al-Karim 
al-Iryani for his part said that if the Yemeni parliament 
and council of ministers accepted the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment’s points of view in settling the Hanish islands 
problem, it would be a good resolution. Tedros Neway 
from ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY has the details. 


[Begin Tedros recording] The foreign minister who 
went to Yemen on 3 January with proposals from the 
Ethiopian Government to be accepted by both parties, 
said after his discussion with President Ali Abdullah 
Salih and the Yemeni foreign minister that Yemen's 
ideas were encouraging and hopetul. He added it was 
his belief there may be similar ideas from Eritrea. 


Mr. Seyoum also called on the Eritrean and Yemeni peo- 
ples and political organizauons to make efforts to solve 
the conflict peacefully. He said the misunderstanding is 
narrowing and Ethiopia's stand on the existing conflict 
would also be presented to the Eritrean Government. 


Yemeni Foreign Minister Dr. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani 
said he could not state that Ethiopia's proposals nad 
been accepted, but the results would be known when 
the relevant government body made its decision. The 
Yemeni foreign minister added that he commended 
Ethiopia's efforts to resolve the Hanish islands conflict. 


The foreign minister was seen off by his Yemeni coun- 
terpart and was welcomed in Addis Ababa by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Dr. Tekeda Alemu. [end recording] 


Government Rejects Sudan's Claims of Planned 
Attack 


FA0301223396 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Foreign Ministry has denied 
Sudan's accusation that Ethiopian soldiers attacked 
Sudanese border guards, describing it as baseless and 
another way of creating problems. 


A ministry spokesman said the report, which was pub- 
lished by a Sudanese newspaper quoting a government 
official saying Ethiopian soldiers in cooperation with 
the Sudan People’s Liberation Army launched a cross- 
border attack, was totally fabricated. 
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The spokesman also said that Ethiopia saw the fabrica- 
lion as a cover up for Sudan's previous acuons. He said 
Ethiopia presented Sudan's involvement in the failed 
assassinauion of Egypuan President Husni Mubarak to 
the OAU and the UN Security Council. After Sudan 
became aware of this it issued its accusation to divert 
attention, the ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY reported, 
quoung the spokesman. 


Eritrea 


Minister: Ready for ‘Joint Withdrawal’ From 
Hanish 


MM040/112496 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 4 Jan 96 p4 


[Report by ‘Abdallah al-Bashir: “Eritrean Internal Af- 
fairs Minister Tells AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT: We Are 
Ready for Joint Withdrawal From Hanish Under Third 
Party Supervision’ ] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Jeddah — Enitrcan Internal 
Affairs Minister Ali Said Abdalla has said that his 
country is willing to withdraw its forces from the 
Red Sea archipelago of Hanish, which is disputed with 
Yemen, under an agreement on joint withdrawal of the 
forces, provided this process is supervised by a third 
party. 

He added in a statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
that Asmara is willing to deal with any third party wish- 
ing to supervise the withdrawal of the two countries’ 
forces. However, he stressed his country’s rejection of 
Sanaa’s demand that the Eritrean forces withdraw first. 


Abdalla, who is touring the Gulf region carrying mes- 
Sages from Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki, said that 
“unilateral withdrawal, as demanded by Yemen, is com- 
pletely rejected.” He called for demilitanzauion of that 
sensitive zone and a referral to international law by re- 
ferring the dispute to the International Court of Justice. 
He added that his country has the documents to prove 
its ownership of the islands. 


Accusing Sanaa of escalating the situation, he said: "We 
believe that the media campaigns and beating of the 
drums of war in Sanaa are unjustifiable.” He added 
that “the Yemeni forces’ attack on our troops on the 
islands was designed to conceal their failure in the 
operation that had taken place and to portray Eritrea 
as the aggressor. 


Asked what quarter could supervise the forces’ with- 
drawal, he said that mediation endeavors are being made 
by Ethiopia, Egypt, and Algeria and that his country is 
willing to cooperate with any party willing to supervise 
the withdrawal process. 
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He accused the Arab League of “making a gross 
mistake’ by taking a position supportive of Yemen 
without having a look at the documents. 

He denied reports of Israeli support for Eritrea in its 
dispute with Yemen in the form of Israeli arms supplies 
for Eritrean forces, saying that nothing of that kind has 
taken place. 


Kenya 


Foreign Minister Recives Yemeni Special Envoy 
EA0301153796 Nairobi KNA in English 
1230 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Nairobi, 3 Jan (KNA) — 
The minister for foreign affairs and internauional coop- 
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eration Mr. Stephen Kalonzo Musyoka today received 
a special envoy of President ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih of 
Yemen, Mr. ‘At d-al-Salam al-Anisi. Mr. al-Anisi who 
was bearing a ecial message to President Daniel arap 
Moi from his Yemen counterpart, bneted the minister 
On issues in the Ked Sea area. Mr. Musyoka noted that 
Kenya and Yemen have [been] traditional trading part- 
ners for centuries. He \aid several Yemenis had also 
settied in Kenya and uryed the promotion of these tes. 
[passage omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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South African Press Review for 4 Jan 
MB0401115996 


{[FBIS Editorial Report} 
SOWETAN 


Nigeria’s "Slap in the Face’ — Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 4 January in a page-8 editorial 
says the Nigerian Government has tried to use soccer 


as a way of “attacking this country,” and Minister of 


Sports and Recreation Steve Tshwete was “courteous 
and diplomatic tn trying to get the Nigerian soccer team 
to change its mind about boycotting the African Nations 
Cup tournament.” SOWETAN advises Tshwete to “stop 
being nice to this gangster regime which made most 
Africans ashamed by the crudity of their human rights 
behaviour. The fact that Nigeria is now trying to use 
the premier soccer tournament as a ‘political football’ 
is unfortunate and something of a slap in the face to 
South Afnca and our President.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Nigeria Threat To Withdraw Football Team ‘Clever 
Tactic’ — “The Nigerian government's threat to with- 
draw the country’s football team trom the African Na- 
tions Cups soccer tournament is a clever tactic — one 
which highlights the difficulues of attemptng to base 
foreign policy on moralism alone,” states a page-6 edi- 
toria! in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 4 
January. If the pre-execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa ‘softly- 
softly approach was naive, the hard line has its own 
pitfalls. In the real worid, it is not easy to maintain a 
moralistic diplomatic stance when a country under im- 
moral rulers possesses something useful — be it a top 
soccer team, needed goods and services or lucrative in- 
vestment possibilities.” 


South African Press Review for 3 Jan 
MB0301 123996 


(FBIS Editorial Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


Government Pressured To Meet Popular Domestic Eco- 
nomic Demands — “Midway through the new govern- 
ment’s first term, 1996 will be the most crucial year in 
setting the tone of longer-term economic policy and re- 
inforcing the confidence of investors and industrialists 
in the country,” says a page-4 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BUSINSS DAY in English on 3 January. While 
poliucians will “tend to emphasise politically popular 
domestic economic issues, development of relationships 
with the outside world will be crucial to the country’s 
longer-term economic performance.” At ‘the very least’ 
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| 6 must see “steady progress towards the lifting of 
exchange controls accompanied by a definite and mea- 
surabie commitment to their full removal.” Imported 
compeution will impel local manufacturers to “make 
products that are internauionally competitive” and Trade 
and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel “must not heed 
special-interest pleading by firms or unions uncomfort- 
able with the consequences of heightened compeution.” 
BUSINESS DAY believes 1996's main challenge will 
be unemployment. But there should be “no panic tf 
numbers are not promptly reduced. Unemployment ts a 
structural problem and a quick reduction in the numbers 
without formal sector jobs 1s unlikely to occur unless the 
State becomes a last-resort employer of people whose 
skis may be inadequate to secure them positions in a 
competitive private sector. “Government will remain 
under pressure to Meet popular economic demands and 
expectauions, but nghtly understands the need for fiscal 
discipline and sound economics. Its political populanty 
is such that 1s does not need to pander to unrealistic 
demands tor immediate gratification.” 


Intelligence Agency Said Spying on Top Police 
Structure 

MB040 1093896 Johannesbure LHE STAR in English 
4 Jan 96 ppl, 2 


[Report by Chris Steyn} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The entire top structure of the 
SA [South Africa] Police Service [SAPS], including 
national commussioner George Fivaz, 1s being spied on, 
allegedly by one or more of South Atrica’s intelligence 
agendas. 


Spectrum, the invesugative unit of Independent News- 
papers, has also learnt that former Viakplaas commander 
Dirk Coetzee had allegedly been tasked by the National 
Intelligence Agency (NIA) to spy specifically on Fivaz, 
as well as other top police officers. Coetzee 1s believed 
to be working in the criminal intelligence section of the 
apeney. 


Spectrum has established that at least three provincial 
commissioners had been placed under surveillance. One 
of them is Gauteng’s Sharma Maharaj. This came to 
light after Spectrum discovered that the secretary of 
the SAPS Management Forum, which consists of Fivaz 
and all top members of the SAPS, had had his home 
telephone bugged. 


Several months ago, Superintendent Gideon Oosthuizen 
experienced a service interruption on his line and 
reported the tault to Telkom. Technicians came to 
invesugate and discovered a Dug in his telephone. 
Oosthuizen has an extremely sensitive job as he deals 
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directly with the top decision-making process of the 
SAPS. 


When Spectr n approached Fivaz for comment yester- 
day, he stated: “I can confirm that the secretary of the 
Management Forum was bugged as stated by Spectrum. 
I can also confirm that wires indicating the presence 
of an electronic bugging device was found in the of- 
fice of Commissioner Maharaj when it was beine swept 
for surveillance. | am also aware of other provincial 
police commissioners having reported surveillance by 
unknown agents.” 


Fivaz, however, said he was not prepared to divulge 
Getails at this stage. “The whole issue is a mystery 
tus. It is difficult to believe that any South African 
intelligency agency would try to get at the top structure 
of the new and legitimate police service. After all, 
we are supposed to be on the same side. If, indeed, 
this had or is being done by an official South African 
agency, then it must be condemned in the strongest 
possible terms as unconstitutional interference in the 
police functions,” Fivaz said. 


"All our energies are supposed to be concentrated on 
fighting threats to South Africa's security — not each 
other,” he added. “If, indeed, an intelligence agency is 
involved in this, it is a complete waste of taxpayers’ 
money. With regard to Dirk Coetzee, the following 
information is at my disposal: I recently instructed that 
the murder of anti-apartheid activist Griffiths Mxenge 
be reopened after Mxenge’s brother demanded to know 
why nothing was being done about Dirk Coetzee, who 
had publicly confessed to the killing. An investigating 
officer was instructed to take the docket to the relevant 
attorney-general along with a tape of Dirk Coetzee’s 
alleged confession. An investigating officer was also 
sent to Dirk Coetzee, who then said to the officer ‘hai 
he had been tasked with investigating me and other top 
police officers,” Fivaz said. 


NIA spokesman Pieter Brink said the agency could not 
comment “on allegations and speculations we have no 
knowledge of”. 


“But we would like to confirm that the agency stays 
within its legal mandate,” he added. 


— Spectrum also learnt yesterday that three key figures 
in the Eugene de Kock Third Force murder trial iad 
applied to be transferred from the SAPS to the NIA. 
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They are Goldstone Commission informers Chappies 
Klopper and Willie Norte, as well as Brood van 
iverden, a former banking security official who also 
iniormed for the police. It 1s understood they hoped to 
juin Coetzee’s section. Fivaz confirmed that the three 
had formally applied for trans‘ers to the NIA. 


14 People Killed in KwaZulu/Natal Violence 


MB0401115096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1124 GMT 04 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Durban Jan 4 SAPA — 
Another 14 people, including a 36-year-old peaceworker 
from Umbumbulu south of Durban, were murdered in 
separate incidents in KwaZulu/Natal on Wednesday, 
police said on Thursday. 


The bullet-ridden body of Mandla Gumede, a member 
of the Umbumbulu peace structure, was found in Um- 
bumbulu on Wednesday morning, public order policing 
unit spokesman Trevor Reddy told SAPA. 


Police later arrested nine suspects, including seven 
youths, allegedly linked to several murders in the 
Umbumbulu area dunng the past month. 


Among other murder incidents in the province, the body 
of K Nduge was found with stab wounds to the neck in 
KwaMashu outside Durban on Wednesday. 


Mr R K Makathini was shot dead and Mrs C Makathini 
seriously injured when two gunmen opened fire inside 
a house in Gingindlovu, north coast, on Tuesday. The 
attackers allegedly pretended to be police members 
before opening fire on the vicums, police said. 


Five people were injured when three gunmen opened 
fire randomly from a car while driving through Murchi- 
son outside the violence- wracked town of Port Shep- 
stone, south coast, on Wednesday. 


Police said chey were also investigating the death of 
Lethani Diamini, 24. who died in police custody in 
Ulundi on Monday. Diamim, detained for possession 
of an unlicensed firearm, allegedly suffered an asthma 
attack in a police cell and died before reaching a clinic 
for treatment. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-95-003 


4 January 1996 

Angola 
Military Delegations To Discuss Peace Process 
Issues 


MBO0201212696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Angolan Government, National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], 
and UN Angola Verification Mission (Unavem]-3 mili- 
tary teams will meet tomorrow to discuss issues pend- 
ing ww the peace process. UN Special Representative 
Alioune Blondin Beye said today’s Joint Commission 
meeting marked the start of attempts to overcome the 
Current Crisis. 


UNITA used the alleged incidents in Uige Province to 
avoid fulfilling its peace process responsibilities. To- 
day's Joint Commission meeting discussed that matter. 
After the meeting, Beye noted that life must continue, 
irrespective of the crisis. He added that the mecting’s 
results are encouraging. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese] After listening to 
the reports presented by the government, UNITA, and 
the joint team that went to the northern region to 
investigate, the Joint Commission reached the following 
conclusions about the peace process: 


1. Concerning the peace process, the Joint Commission 
learned from the UN special representative and the 
representatives of the three observer countries that they 
want to meet President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and 
UNITA President Jonas Savimbi tc convey messages 
from the international community; 


2. Concerning the team that went to the northern region 
to investigate UNITA’s complaints that Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] troops had been involved in attacks, the 
Joint Commission deplored the fact that FAA troops 
Carried out operations and expressed strong regret that 
UNITA should make so much about what it alleged to 
have taken place in Quitexe, which was not confirmed; 


3. The Joint Commission strongly urged the government 
and UNITA — and they agreed — to take immediate 
action on the basi: of the decisions made when the gov- 
ernment and UNITA met in Bailundo on 21 December 
1995. These measures must include a complete halt to 
all military movements in Angolan territory; 


2. {number as heard] The military delegations must meet 
without further delay. Within this framework, a meeting 
of government, UNITA, and Unavem-3 officials will 
take place in Luanda tomorrow to set up a crisis 
mechanism; 
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4. Taking into consideration the need for a new and 
decisive push for the peace process at the start of 1996, 
the Joint Commission has decided that the leaders of the 
delegations will meet at the end of each day to ensure 
that decisions are being implemented; 


5. Taking into consideration tomorrow's meeting and 
the decision to hold daily meetings, the Joint Commis- 
sion has decided to hold its next ordinary meeting on 12 
January to assess what concrete steps have been taken 
to ensure the implementation of the decisions made in 
Bailundo on 21 Dec ember. [end recording) 


Judging by Beye’s words, the Joint Commission decided 
today to start efforts to settle the latest crisis in the 
Angolan peace process. Some observers went as far as 
Saying that 1996 will mean all or nothing to the Angolan 


people. 


Delegations Meet 


MB0301205196 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 3 san 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The leaders of the delegations 
from the government and the National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola |UN'TA] to the Joint Com- 
mission today held their first daily coordination meet- 
ing, under the supervision of peace mediator A‘ioune 
Blondin Beye. Since this was the first meeting, the only 
acuion was to spell out what acuons will be carried out 
in the next 24 hours within the framework of the imple- 
mentation of the Lusaka Protocol. No statements were 
made at the end of the meeting. This new effort by the 
Joint Commission results from the need for daily con- 
trol over all the tasks agreed upon in the peace process. 


New Committee Created To Monitor Lusaka 
Accord 


MBO0301164296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[From the “African News’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Talks have resumed in the An- 
golan capital, Luanda, between government officials and 
representatives of a former rebel movement, UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola], 
with the two sides agreeing to set up a new committee 
to monitor the implementation of the peace agreement 
signed more than a year ago. However, a BBC corre- 
spondent in Luanda says that hopes that this has brought 
a new climate of confidence in Angola are unfounded. 
He says UNITA is insisting it will accept no new con- 
ditions from the government, and the authorities have 
accused the former rebels of playing for me. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Further on Committee 


MBO0301204996 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 3 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The committee that will moni- 
tor cease-fire in the country met in Luanda today. The 
committee was established yesterday at « special Joint 
Commission session. Francisco Mendes has more de- 
tails: 


The purpose of the meeting was to review the func- 
tons of the committee established during yesterday's 
Joint Commission session. The committee will monitor 
cease-fire violations. It will also implement resolutions 
adopted by the government and the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] with a view 
to resuming the military talks on completing the forma- 
uuon of the Angolan Armed Forces and resuming the 
confinement process. 


According to UNITA’s General Vinama, there would 
have been no cease-fire violations if this committee 
had been established sooner. He said UNITA supports 
and has always supported the establishment of this 
committee. 


Gen. Vinama said UNITA’s Gen. Ben-Ben will only 
return to Luanda once there is an atmosphere of calm 
in the country. He said government forces are advancing 
toward Quitexe in Uige Province. 


UNITA General: Peace ‘Make-or-Break Decision’ 


MB0401072596 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} General Artur Santos Vinama, 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola's (UNITA] military forces, said in Luanda on 
3 January that peace in 1996 must be a make-or-break 
decision. Ge~, Vinama said UNITA ovcided to head in 
that Givection right at the beginning of 19%, and could 
do more if the government instills confidence. 


Gen. Vinama said the s:tuation in Soyo, Zaire Province, 
is sull worrisome because Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] have not complied with either UN, U.S. or the 
Angolan president's call for the:r withdrawal from the 
area. 


Commenting on the Quitoque affair, Gen. Vinama said 
FAA forces are withdrawing to the city of Uige. He 
Clarified a misunderstanding [words indistinct}, and that 
they had taken Quitoque by storm. This view has been 
confirmed by the Joint Commission which invesugated 
the matter. 
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FAA Southern Commander Reports UNITA 
Attacks 


MBO0201204496 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] General Francisco Furtado, An- 
golan Armed Forces [FAA] Southern Front comu. .nder, 
today accused the National Union for the Tota’ Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] of carrying out major mili- 
tary operations in Cunene and Namibe Provinces. Gen 
Furtado says UNITA began its operations on 14 De- 
cember. The Southern Front comprises Huila, Cunene, 
and Namibe Provinces. 


{Begin Furtado recording) On 14 December, UNITA 
troops attacked a village in the area of Nhanca, in 
Cunene Province, about 40 km from the city of Ondyiva 
The UNITA forces stole about 600 head of cattle trom 
the village. 


On 17 December, UNITA attacked a village § kim trom 
the capital of Camucuio District, killing four ¢ vilians 
and one Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] so ‘dier 


At 0430 > 24 December, UNITA forces, estimated t 
total two companies, attacked the capital of Cuvelai Dis 
trict, in the northeast of Cunene Province. Two FAA so! 
diers were killed. The FAA responded promptly, killing 
eight UNITA soldiers and capturing their weapons 


At 0630 on 25 December, UNITA ambusiied two ve 
hicles traveling between Ondjiva and Namaconde, in 
Cunene Province. One provincial government vehicle 
and one Namibian civilian vehicle were partially dam- 
aged as a result of the attack. UNITA also abducted an 
Angolan Air Force officer traveling in one of the vehi- 
cles and took him to the area of Namaconde 


UNITA also carned out an operation in the vicinity of 
Camucuio District yesterday morning 


We hope that appropriate measures will be taken | 
restore order. We are frustrated by UNITA’s behavior 
at this military front. [end recording | 


UNITA Reportedly Attach = « A Position in 
Canfunfu 

MB040 1064596 Luanda TPA ! ¢@ cision Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Jan ¥6 


(FBIS Translated Text) Troops belonging to the Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] attacked an Angolan Armed Forces’ [FAA! 
position in the mining town of Canfunfu, Lunda Norte 
Province. on | January. FAA forces captured one 
UNITA offices and seized a quantity of weapons In 
turn, UNITA men diverted two vehicles — one Toyota 
and one Landrover —to an unknown areca together with 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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their respective occupants. It has not been possible to 
establish the identity of the captives. 


MPLA: Political Motives in Bengo Governor’s 
Murder 


MB0201205396 Luanda TPA Television Networ< 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Popular Movement for me 
Liberation of Angola [MPLA] Political Bureau today 
expressed its profound consternauo. over the murder 
of Bengo Provincial Governor Doming.. Hungo SKS, 
who was also an MPLA Central Committee niember. 


In a communique, the MPLA described the murder as 
cruel and cowardly, adding that it was neither an isolated 
incident nor an attempt to steal materia! goods. Instead, 
it was an operation with well-defined political aims 
that comes at a ume when Bengo Province is reaching 
high levels of politcal, military, economic, and social 
organization. 


The MPLA Political Bureau communique notes that 
crime, in general, and certain political crimes, in par- 
ticular, have reached unacceptable levels, despite suc- 
cesses by the Angolan police. In view of this, the MPLA 
Political Bureau's communique urged the machinery of 
justice to make every effort to find those who planned 
the murder of Bengo Provincial Governor Domingos 
Hungo SKS. 


Government Communique on Bengo Governor's 
Murder 


MBO0301174896 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{Communique issued by the government in Luanda on 
2 January} 


[FBIS Translated Text) It was with deep sorrow that 
the Angolan Government learned of the death of Bengo 
Provincial Governor Domingos Hungo SKS, who was 
murdered on 31 December 1995 under circumstances 
that have not yet been explained. 


The Angolan Government would like to pay homage to 
Domingos Hungo SKS, a veteran of Angolan national 
liberation and the war for independence, who always 
demonstrated firmness, coherence, and integrity in sup- 
port of the interests of the people and the fatherland. 


While he was governor of Cuando Cubango Province, 
Hungo bravely defended the city of Menongue, which 
was subjected to a heavy siege. 


In honor of the deceased, the Government of Angola 
decrees a 24-hour period of national mourning, which 
will begin at midnight on 3 January. The national flag 
will be flown at half mast. 


The Government of the Republic of Angola extends its 
deepest condolences to the bereaved family. 
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UNITA Communique Praises Aid Organizations 


MB0301180696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 3 Jan & 


{Communique issued by the UNITA General Secretanat 
and the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
General Staff in Bailundo on | January} 


{FBIS Translated Text) |. The difficult humanitanan 
situation faced by the Angolan people after a lengthy 
conflict has attracted the international community's 
solidarity and concern. 


2. Through a number of humanitarian aid organizations, 
the international community can play a considerable 
role in reducing food, medicine, and other shortages in 
Angola. 


3. From the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola’s (UNITA] point of view, truly useful aid 
is aid that allows us to become partners in the future, 
within a framework of cooperation that 1s advantageous 
to all involved. 


4. As long as the current situation prevails, the UNITA 
leadership will continue to recognize the humanitanan 
aid organizations’ role in solving the Angolan people's 
material problems. In addition, UNITA calls on these 
organizations to continue their good work in the know!- 
edge they will enjoy all the coope* ation they need from 
the UNITA General Secretanat. 


5. All political, military, and administrative authorities, 
as well as all UNITA militants in UNITA-controlled 
areas must respect the physical integnty of aid organi- 
zation officials and their work, so that they can perform 
their duties. We must all be aware that the aid organi- 
zauors are in Angola to help our people at this difficult 
time in our history. 


{Daied] Bailundo, | January 1996 


[Signed] UNITA General Secretariat and Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola General Staff 


Mauritius 


Prime Minister Forms New Government 


LD3012190S595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The new Mauritian prime minis- 
ter, Navin Ramgoolam, has just formed a cabinet made 
up of 21 ministers. Paul Berenger, his ally in the elec- 
toral battle, is named deputy prime minister, and also re- 
ceives the foreign affairs and international and regional 
cooperation portfolios, posts he occupied before his de- 
parture from the government of Sir Anerood Jugnauth 
in 1993. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Burkina Faso 


President Compaore listalls Parliament Chamber 


AB2912170095 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion 
Nationale du Burkina Radio in French 
1900 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} President Blaise Compaore 
installed this morning the 176 members of the second 
chamber of parliament. With the installation of this 
second chamber, Burkina Faso has completed the setting 
up of its democratic institutions. Ibrahim Zao has a 
report. 

[Zao] The inauguration of the Chamber of Representa- 
tives is in conformity with the Burkinabe Constitution. 
It is stipulated under Article 68. Its mandate is for three 
years. It will play a consultative and, if necessary, me- 
diatory role. The necessity of this second chamber in 
the Burkinabe democratic process goes beyond political 
games, and also departs from the closed circles of big- 
time politics, said Dr. Arsene Bognessan Ye, speaker 
of the Assembly of People’s Deputies. After explaining 
the process leading to the nomination of the members 
of the second chamber, Dr. Ye said that the process of 
inaugurating the Chamber of Representatives was slow 
but sure, which helped obtain the present results. 


The Burkinabe president, wno expressed satisfaction 
with the coming into being of the Chamber of Rep- 
resentatives, stressed that the official installation of its 
members is the final outcome of a long process which 
was necessary in order to choose the representatives 
in a judicious, legal, and balanced manner. For Presi- 
dent Compaore the adoption of the second parliamentary 
chamber indicates the genuine desire of the Burkinabe 
people to go beyond the confines of the political parties, 
and to organize and objectively involve all the active 
forces of the country in exercising democratic power. 


The Chamber of Representatives is supposed to serve 
as the primary consultative forum for issues of national 
interest. Nonetheless, its consultative nature does not in 
any way take away the moral authority of the sociopro- 
fessional, traditional, and religious groups of which it is 
composed, President Compaore said. With the official 
installation of the representatives of the second chamber 
of parliament, Burkina Faso has completed the setting 
up of the democratic institutions responsible for regulat- 
ing democratic affairs in the country. [passage omitted] 
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Liberia 


‘Massacre’ Reported at Refugee Camp Near 
Tubmanburg 


AB0301180396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Teat] Just as Liberia’s peace process 
seemed to be settling Gown, it has been shattered; first, 
by fighting around the northwestern town of Tubman- 
burg, and now, by reports of a massacre al a refugee 
camp on the road between Monrovia and Tubmanburg. 
On the lir> to Monrovia, Josephine Hazely asked James 
Momoh of the ENQUIRER newspaper what had been 
going on. 


[Begin recording) [Momoh] According to some civilians 
who survived the massacre this morning, at about 7:30 
this morning, a group of armed men invaded a displaced 
camp at the Kle displaced center, where about 50,000 
displaced persons were living, and they carried on a 
random killing of civilians this morning. 


{Hazely] Now, where is Kle displaced camp exactly? 


[Momoh] It is on the highway before branching to 
Grand Cape Mount County, that is, western Liberia, 
before reaching Tubmanburg. 


[Hazely] Now, you say these survivors say that a group 
of armed men attacked their camp. Now, did they give 
you any idea as to who these might be. 


{Momoh] They are shifting blame on the Roosevelt 
Johnson faction of ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberna], okay, because ac- 
cording to them, they have been attacking ECOMOG 
{[Econcmic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] for the past two weeks, which 
caused ECOMOG to have retreated to the Po River 
Bridge. So the massacre led hundreds of civilians to 
flee from the displaced camp to Monrovia, to the Po 
River Bridge, where ECOMOG is now positioned. 


{[Hazely] Now, how many people died in this alleged 
massacre? 


{Momoh] They said over 60 persons. 


!Hazely} Now, did you see any signs of this? 
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[Momoh] Yes, there were a lot of civilians who sus- 
tained bullet wounds on the highway, you know. And 
they told me that there were several others who took 
refuge in the bushes. 


{Hazely] So what is happening in the area now, as far 
as you can tell? 


[Momoh] Well, the situation is very tense. There is no 
free flow of traffic on the highway at present. According 
to the civilians, they attempted leaving the camp about 
a week ago, but they were held up by ECOMOG, 
who gave them the courage [as heard} that they were 
Safe until the camp was attacked this morning. [end 
recording] 


Clashes Continue; NPFL Official on ECOMOG 
Role 


AB0301212296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 gmt 3 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} For the sixth day running 
fighting has continued in Liberia’s northwestern town 
of Tubmanburg between ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement :or Democracy in Liberia] and African 
peacekeeping troops of ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group]. It is a serious breakdown in the cease-fire in 
Liberia and a blow to the deployment of ECOMOG 
forces. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison has just telexed 
this report on the latest fighting: 


Military sources here say that the fighting, which has 
been raging around Tubmanburg, has now moved away 
from the city center, leaving dozens of civilian and rebel 
corpses in its wake. The same sources told me that 
some of the rebels have retreated into the forests and 
hills overlooking Tubmanburg and are pounding the city 
with mortar shells. Others have been spotted on the main 
highway to the capital after their forces had seized some 
2,000 rounds of rocket-propelled bombs in an ambush 
on a peacekeeping truck in a village appropriately called 
Ambush on the Clay-to-Tubmanburg road two days 
ago. A peacekeeping spokesperson said that additional 
reinforcements had been sent to safeguard the highway 
against further rebel attacks. 


Two Catholic priests, evacuated by ECOMOG troops 
told, the Catholic Human Rights Commission that they 
had seen rebels ransacking the city hospitals and killing 
patients accused of collaboration with the peacekeepers. 
At least, 3,000 Liberans and S00 Sierra Leoneans 
are still trapped inside Tubmanburg and in nearby 
township of Clay as the fighung goes on unabated. The 
government-run Refugee and Resettlement Agency has 
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expressed grave concern about their plight. They have 
been left with no medicine and no food. 


Well, Mohamed Dukuly of the NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia] who represents Bomy County in which 
Tubmanburg is situated on the Transitional Legislative 
Assembly called us up from Monrovia this afternoon 
to express his concern over the Tubmanburg fighting. 
Josephine Hazely asked him what he was specifically 
concerned about: 


[Begin recording] [Dukuly] We are concerned — not 
only me, but all the Liberian people — at this particular 
lime, where we are saying tha! peace should come to our 
people, and then people are trying to cause havoc for 
our people. Thousands of our people are dead, displaced, 
and all of that. So, we are very much concerned. So, we 
would like to call on those who are causing this havoc to 
stop and call on the government to personally intervene 
in it because that is the only way government can be 
respected. 


[Hazely) But the thing is this fighting is between 
Johnson's ULIMO and ECOMOG, and ECOMOG are 
the peacekeepers. How come they are involved in 
fighting rather than keeping the peace? 


{Dukuly}] This is the major concern for all of us. I think 
whoever — whether ECOMOG or Johnson's forces — 
should stop, and then we can establish fact, because 
ECOMOG as peacekeeping force, I think, they should 
do everything to stop that war instead of escalating 
it, I think, then allow the government to move in. 
I understand there are some problems. They do not 
want for the government to go in, but there is the 
need for government to go in. Under the accord, the 
government is under obligation to provide essential 
services for the people, and one of the essential services 
any government can render its people, Josephine, is their 
security protecuon. 


{Hazely] So, therefore, who is refusing the govern- 
ment’s permission to go into Tubmanburg, the area of 
the fighting? 


[Dukuly] Well, sometimes, we would like to do these 
things through diplomatic channels, but I am aware of 
the fact that ECOMOG is not too pleased with this 
government putting coalition force together to go and 
help. 


{Hazely] Well, are you saying there that ECOMOG is 
bigger than the government of Liberia? 


[Dukuly] We do not want to see two authorities on the 
ground. There should be one authority, but there has 
been.... [pauses] That is why we are insisting on the 
status of forces agreement to be signed between Liberia 
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Government and ECOWAS so that the operations of 
ECOMOG can be outlined and so that they can take 
instructions from the government, but it is not happening 
this way. 


{Hazely} It seems you have, in a way, some might 
say, you Liberians have sold your birth rights to the 
Nigerians, particularly, in ECOMOG? 


(Dukuly] Well, it is unfortunate, some of our people 
don’t understand when we talk about sovereign right. 
We must determine what obtains in our country. By 
helping us, by ECOWAS coming, we appreciate them, 
they are highly commendable. Their intervention is 
good, but they must also.... [pauses] They can’t tell 
what is good for us. If the government is saying that 
we should intervene to put the situation under control, 
I think they should listen to that. 


{Hazely] So, but what can the government of Liberia do 
really? 


{[Dukuly] There is a memorandum of understanding 
among the Council's people that if any of the factions 
forces war the rest will join and fight against that faction. 
I think this memorandum of understanding among the 
faction leaders on the council is clear to all the Liberian 


people. 


{Hazely] Now, you know, the suggestion is being made 
that ECOMOG is refusing to allow anybody to take 
charge of that area of Tubmanburg, because they are 
mining some diamonds there. What do you say to this 
accusation? 


{(Dukuly] Given my status in government, I should not 
be dwelling on rumors. [end recording] 


Presidency Urges Cease-Fire 
AB0301221096 Paris AFP in English 
2059 GMT 3 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 3 (AFP) — 
Liberia's collective presidency called Wednesday [3 
January] for a ceasefire in the northwestern town 
of Tubmanburg, where militiamen have been fighting 
troops of the African peacekeeping force ECOMOG 
over the last week. 


ECOMOG has oriered its troops to cease all firing 
in the town, 60 k, ometers (40 miles) northwest of 
Monrovia, unless they are fired at directly, according 
to the collective presidency. 


Roosevelt Johnson, a co-president and leader of the 
Krahn wing of the United Liberation Movement 
(ULIMO-K) — the faction involved in the fighting — 
has also ordered his men in Tubmanburg to “cease all 
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acts of hostility,” said Charles Taylor, another member 
of the presidency. 


Taylor spoke at a press conference thal was also 
attended by facuon leaders George Boley and Alhaji 
Kromah, who also sit on the collective presidency. 


Taylor said the ceasefire appeal was intended ‘to bring 
calm in western Liberia,” where the fighting, which 
broke out December 28, has left three peacekeepers dead 
and several wounded. 


Together with a delegation of observers, Johnson is due 
to travel Thursday to other towns in areas controlled by 
ULIMO-K "to advise the (fighters) there not to interfere 
in the peace process and that the peacekeepers (deployed 
there) will have free movement,” Taylor said. 


A government-led team will visit Tubmanburg and other 
towns in the same county Thursday "to make sure that 
we help the holding of the ceasefire and that the whole 
region remains calm,” he said. 


He was referring to the ceasefire agreed to in August in 
the peace accord signed by all parties to Liberia’s civil 
war. 


Johnson told AFP on Wednesday that "fighting was sull 
taking place this morning” .n Tubmanburg, but did not 
provide further details. He said he had not ordered his 
men to shoot at ECOMOG troops, but added in reply to 
a question: "Do you fold your arms and allow someone 
to kill you?" 


ECOMOG authorities Wednesday repeated its claim, 
first made on Monday, that Tubmanburg was under its 
control, but Johnson said his men controlled “some parts 
of the town.” 


The fighting has forced some 3,500 persons to seek 
refuge in Clay, 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of 
Tubmanburg. Aid agencies in Monrovia said some 
50,000 displaced persons were still trapped by the 
clashes with little food. The situation in Tubmanburg 
"remains confused and unclear,’ said one government 
official Wednesday, adding that even the government 
had “no clear idea about what is happening.” 


ECOMOG began a smooth deployment throughout 
Liberia on December 14 to disarm 60,000 combatants, 
but the current development has created a serious 
setback in ending the six-year-old civil war ignited by 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia in December 
1989 against the regime of dictator Samuel Doe. 


Doe was tortured to death nine months later by NPFL 
dissidents. 


More than 150,000 died in the civil war, according to a 
United Nations estimate. 
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ULIMO-J Leader on Clashes 


AB0401104296 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{From the "Network Africa” program hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarrett} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) There is renewed hope today 
that the fighting in the Liberian town of Tubmanburg is 
finally over. The country’s collective presidency yester- 
day appealed for a cease-fire in the town where ULIMO 
{United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia 
militiamen] battling troops of the West African force, 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States [ECOWAS] Cease- Fire Monitoring Group]. The 
ECOMOG command agreed to the cease-fire call and 
then the ULIMO leader, General Roosevelt Johnson, 
went on national radio to order his men to stop fighting 
ECOMOG. But why did he issue the order now after 
nearly a week of clashes? 


{Begin recording) [Johnson] Well, I think we have 
to keep this peace process on course and it is our 
responsibility to make sure that the process remains on 
course. 


[Jarrett] Some people are saying that this cease-fire will 
not be heard by your men on the ground because you 
don’t that much control over them any more. 


{Johnson} Oh, don’t mind, don’t mind. I have been in 
control of my men for the past six years. I brought them 
all the way over from Sierra Leone and they respect me, 
they know the type of leader I am, and we have full 
control, Max. 


[Jarrett] Gen. Johnson, how would you also reply to 
the allegaiion that you were the one who caused this 
whole flare up because you have no power within the 
government of Liberia, because....[Johnson, interrupt- 
ing, laughting] a few weeks ago you threatened to leave 
the government because you weren't happy with the 
way things were going? 


[Johnson] Look, Max, we've been forward to allow 
this peace process to go ahead. If you can recall, the 
chairman of ECOWAS even publicly stated that it was 
through our own initiative that we made this process be 
successful. Look, we are not power ambitious, Max. If 
we were power ambitious today we would have insisted 
that we were supposed to be on the Council of State, 
you understand, but we said no. So, let me tell you, 
there are two groups of people to this conflict. The 
first group of people got into this conflict because they 
wanted power and they didn't care how many lives 
were being destroyed and how many properties were 
being destroyed, but we, the second group, got into this 
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conflict to protect our own lives and our people’s lives. 
So, we are not concerned about power, Max. 


(Jarrett) So, Gen. Johnson, if you are not concerned 
about power, now that you've signed a peace agreemeni, 
why not order your men to also hand in their guns? 


[Johnson] Look, Max, we were the second factional 
leader who issued orders to our men to be prepared 
without any precondition to disarm to ECOMOG. Prior 
to the Abuja agreements, we have allowed ECOMOG to 
be deployed in all of our controlled areas. That showed 
how committed we are to the peace process, Max. Our 
men have been cooperating and they are sull willing to 
cooperate. 


[Jarrett] So, could you give the world your assurance, 
Gen. Johnson, on the BBC that they will be no more 
trouble from your men in Tubmanbui g? 


[Johnson] Definitely, Max, we have issued orders to our 
men to stop whatsoever hostility that is going on, we 
have been assured by ECOMOG also that they will also 
stop the hostilities. 


{Jarrett} And you personally, Sir, can guarantee the 
safety of the peacekeepers in areas under your control? 


[Johnson] Definitely so, definitely so. We've issued 
instructions to our men that the peacekeepers in all of 
our controlled areas should be protected, they should be 
allowed to move freely, and they are carrying out all 
those orders, in fact. [end recording] 


Mali 


Tuareg Official Confirms Peace in North 


AB2912225495 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1945 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The second national confer- 
ence of the Alliance for Democracy in Mali-Pan African 
Party for Liberty, Solidarity, and Justice [ADEMA- 
PPLSJ]} began at the Amadou Hampate-Ba Cultural 
Center in Bamako this morning. The 55 sections of the 
interior and 15 out of the 23 sections abroad are ex- 
pected to assess what has been done since the party's 
first congress, and critically review the tasks assigned 
the new leadership. The opening ceremony was chaired 
by Premier Ibrahima Bouboucar Keita who is also the 
ADEMA PPLSJ chairman. Also present were cabinet 
members as well as representatives of political par- 
ties, and of the diplomatic corps. Correspondent Siaka 
Konate, who was there, has the details: 


[Konate] [passage omitted] The conference received 
support messages from other parties such as the ADS 
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{expansion unknown], the Malian Alliance for Democ- 
racy and Progress-Faso Dambe, the Rally for Democ- 
racy and Labor, the Democratic Party for Justice, and 
the Sudanese Union-African Democratic Rally. The rest 
are the Rally for Democracy and Progress as well as the 
Union for Democracy and Development. 


They spoke of the present major problems, mainly 
the crisis in the education sector, the decentralization 
program, equal access to state media, and the revision of 
the voters register. They also hailed the return of peace 
to the northern part of the country, which was confirmed 
by the representatives of the Unified Movements and 
Fronts of Azaouad [MFUA] present at the ceremony. 
Let us listen to Mohamed Sidi Zeidane, an MFUA 
official: 


[Begin Zeidane recording} | have come here on behalf 
of the MFUA. I have not come to deliver a speech, but 
to report on what I have noted, that is the restoration 
of peace in the north. [applause] You understand why 
i am moved. | am moved because | belong to the 
political environment of the new Mali, that is the Mali of 
multiparty democracy. [applause] Men and women — 
all patriots — have had the opportunity to come before 
this microphone to say that the tragedy in the north 
must stop, that the people must be reconciled, and that 
the country must be developed. Today, one can clearly 
note that peace is returning definiuvely and irreversibly 
to northern Mali. {applause} I can only present a positive 
report on the efforts made by those people who based 
the management of the Third Republic on the plan 
for the restoration of peace in the north. The other 
aspects of the management of the Third Republic by 
the authorities will be made by other instituuons that 
are more competent than myself. [applause] What is 
Clear today is that the MFUA and the Malian Gandakoye 
Patriotic Movement are working together, so there will 
be no racial or ethnic war in the northern part of our 
country. The war is over. [applause] So, we are ready, 
we are ready to go to our own funeral, in other words, 
the movements will disappear soon. [end recording] 


[passage omitted] 
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Nigeria 


Government Rejects Talks With ‘Illegal’ Committee 


AB0301214796 Paris AFP in English 
2040 GMT 3 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Jan 3 (AFP) — Nige- 
ria’s military regime is not disposed to meeting a com- 
mittee set up by politicians to negotiate an early with- 
drawal of the armed forces from power, Information 
Minister Walter Ofonagoro has said. 


In an interview with the independent VANGUARD 
newspaper, to be published Thursday [4 January], he 
said a politicians’ “summit” which decided to establish 
the committee was a “non-existent” entity. 


“What is the ‘locus stand’ of those who convened 
the summit and the committee?” he asked. “The all- 
politicians’ summit is an unregistered, illegal and non- 
existent enuty.- 


The summit, on December 14, brought together about 
450 notable politicians — both progressives and con- 
servatives — who decided to set up a committee to ne- 
gotiate with the military on an earlier withdrawal from 
power. 


The military regime, led by General Sani Abacha, 
has drawn up a three-year transitional programme, 
scheduled to culminate in a handover of power to an 
elected civilian president on October 1, 1998. 


The opposition Navona! L -mocratic Coalition has re- 
jected the programme. 


Ofonagoro said the recent inauguration of six agencies 
under the transition programme, including the National 
Electoral Commission, was a sign that the scheme was 
on course. “The programme would not be derailed at the 
prompting of any unrepresentative group, Ofonagoro 
said, adding that politicians should take advantage of 
local government elections in the coming three months 
to test their popularity. 
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